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Deplores Trend to Monopoly

L. U. 230, Victoria, B. C., CANADA


No doubt about it, this democracy is a swell thing. When you want something done which you are not prepared to do yourself, just elect someone to else to do it for you, than any time your elected representative fails to deliver goods, what fun it is to go to the union meeting all primed up to tell the so and so where to get off.


Press secretaries seem to be the exception, since most people don’t care to read small type. The undersigned, being newly elected to the job, will be greatly surprised therefore to receive any comments either verbal or written. 

Economic trends in British Columbia reflect very accurately those of North America generally. Private enterprise is becoming more private and exclusive every day, sometimes to the point of being government controlled. The small contractor is going deeper into debt, with no relief in sight. The merger of two large lumber concerns puts the control of both export and domestic lumber into the hands of one group, and their entry into the pulp manufacturing field has been greeted with loud cheers by the B. C. Power Commission which had a lot of juice to sell over a wide and thinly populated rural area. We note that since the local utility has been buying from the Commission, the price of juice has gone up in Victoria. Our research department has so far been unable to discover whether the new and more expensive juice contains more vitamins than the B. C. Electric variety from Jordan River. Our linemen and operators claim there is no difference, and my house meter seems to go just as fast, so perhaps the increased rate was to take care of those countless widows and orphans who own these giant enterprises, and who are having a very tough time these days by all accounts. 

Our free gift of 300 square miles of almost virgin territory to ALCAN, complete with scads of hydro power shows our high regard for Andrew Mellon and his successors in the aluminum business. We just can’t wait to punch one of those nice new B. M. time clocks that always appear in batteries on any of these enterprises. Anybody remember what happened to the A. F. of L. organizer at Arvida, Quebec in 1944 when they tried to organize ALCAN employees there?

Our British Columbia Insurance Scheme is something to write home about, we must discuss it more fully, sometime. At present, a committee is touring the Province asking people for their complaints. This after a petition signed by 250,000 people protesting the increased cost and other bad features of the scheme.


Also under scrutiny by another committee of legislators, (touring on a per diem plus expense basis), is our local Taft-Hartley Act, known officially as the I. C. and A. Act. So far the central labor bodies have vied with one another in naming all the things that they don’t like about the Act. Curiously enough not one of them has so far stated that the whole thing is an anti-labor measure that should be tested by us with all our might.


In the annual skirmishes with the employers, our shipyard wiremen have so far made the best score, 25 cents across the board., five more paid statutory holidays, making a total now of eight, and four percent of straight time earnings for annual vacation. The British Columbia Electric boys are conciliating, or perhaps I should say are going through the process of conciliation, at any rate the boss is being a little coy about giving them anything until he has made sure of his first.


The power commission members are still marveling at the ability of the commissioners to dismiss requests for wage increases with a wave of the hand, while Harold Jones and his crew at Puntledge River are up against a ruthless employer and an arbitration board. Good luck Harold, and to all the rest of you.
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